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About IHE

The focus of IHE

IHE’s mission is to contribute to the education and training of capable professionals and to build the capacity of knowledge centres and other organizations in the fields of water, the environment and infrastructure in developing countries and countries in transition. 

To achieve its mission, IHE: 

· develops and implements demand-responsive and duly accredited education, training and research programmes; 

· establishes and fosters partnerships between academic centres and professional organizations that offer education, training and research programmes at the local or regional level; 

· maintains and develops a global network of collaborating institutes, all of which are dedicated to capacity building; and

· encourages the active participation in this network of partnerships of all those involved in the water sector, including IHE alumni, scientists and professionals in public, private and civil society organizations. 

Education, training and research 

IHE’s products and services include institutional capacity building programmes, research and development, postgraduate education programmes, tailor-made training courses, policy development and advisory services in the fields of water, the environment and infrastructure, all of which focus on human resources and institutional development
	Areas of specialization
Hydraulic engineering

Hydrology

Land and water development

Wetlands ecology

Pollution prevention and control

Environmental systems

Waste water

Water supply

Solid waste

Urban mobility

Water resources management

Water services management

Capacity building
Hydroinformatics and knowledge management


	 

	
	

	IHE employs a total of 160 staff members in its 5 Academic Departments, 90 of whom are responsible for IHE’s education, training and research programmes both in Delft and overseas. 

In addition to its internal expertise, IHE can draw upon a pool of more than 450 national and international guest lecturers from government agencies, partner universities and research institutes, private consultancy firms and other organizations, including a global partnership network that together is able to provide expertise in the various areas of specialization. 


	Programmes and courses of  IHE and partners

	Master of Engineering

Master of Science

Master of Business Administration

Doctor of Philosophy

Short training course

Group training course
	MEng

MSc

MBA

PhD

Certificate

Certificate
	12 months

18 months

18 months

3–4 years

1–8 weeks

3–12 months


[image: image1.wmf]
	Masters programmes
	

	In Delft, IHE offers 11 MSc programmes. Some of these MSc programmes, as well as short and tailor-made training courses, are offered by IHE’s partner universities and research institutes in developing countries and countries in transition.

· Hydrology and water resources

· Hydroinformatics

· River engineering and river basin development

· Coastal engineering and port development

· Land and water development

· Urban infrastructure management

· Water quality management

· Water resources management

· Environmental science and technology

· Sanitary engineering

· Water MBA


	


R&D Activities
	Water security
Hydraulic structures and hydraulic systems

Analysis of hydrological systems

Analysis and management of groundwater systems

Environmental integrity

Wise use and sustainable development of wetlands

Functioning and management of coastal and freshwater ecosystems

Urbanization

Traffic management for rapidly developing urban areas

Mobility enhancement

Sustainable transport systems

Drinking and industrial water treatment

Water transport and distribution

Cleaner production 

Technologies and treatment for re-use


IHE’s research and development activities, including PhD research, focus on priority areas of immediate concern to developing countries and countries in transition. These activities also aim to contribute to the overall knowledge base in a wide range of  fields covered by each of IHE’s five themes: water security, environmental integrity, urbanization, integrated water resources systems, and information and communication.

Integration

Institutional aspects of system management

Integrated development of river basins, coastal zones and lowlands

Water resources systems analysis

Management support and policy development

Utility management and systems diagnosis

Water sector administration and effective service delivery

Information and communication

Theoretical foundations 

Modelling

Learning and decision making

Partnerships
IHE has built up and continues to extend its network of partners in all parts of the world. In particular, IHE has established close relations with universities, research institutes and other knowledge centres in Colombia, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Palestine, Yemen and Zimbabwe. Similar collaborative partnerships are currently being developed in China, India, Libya, the Philippines, Tanzania and Uganda.

Many of these centres function as the hub of regional water networks. In Zimbabwe, for example, Harare University is the hub of WaterNet, a regional network for integrated water resources management in Southern Africa. 

IHE is committed to facilitating the growth of these universities and educational institutes so that they can become complementary partners in the global network. Each of these knowledge centres has a different focus that can contribute to the knowledge base of the network. 

IHE is seeking to extend this network, and thus access to a world-wide knowledge base, through jointly implemented education, training and research programmes at the partner universities, assisted by conventional as well as innovative applications of information and communication technologies. IHE’s ultimate goal is to encourage its partners in the developing world to “own” the process of building the capacities of their institutions in the water sector.

NETWORKING

IHE believes that linkages and partnerships are of vital strategic importance in improving access to, and in the sharing and dissemination of information. To this end, IHE acts as an interface between knowledge centres, as well as public and private sector organizations. 

IHE is also striving to achieve synergy in the activities of existing (South–South and North–South) knowledge networks. These include UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme (IHP) network and WaterNet, the regional network for education, training and research in integrated water resources management in Southern Africa. The establishment of CapNet, UNDP’s international network for capacity building in integrated water resources management, will further strengthen these networking operations from the Secretariat's base in Delft. In the Netherlands, IHE is an active participant in the “Delft cluster”, a network of internationally oriented knowledge centres located in the city of Delft. 

Many IHE representatives play an active role in these networks. Some also currently hold key positions in a number of international bodies, such as the World Water Council, the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council, the International Water Association, the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage, and the International Commission on Large Dams.

Participation
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IHE encourages all individuals involved in the water sector, including IHE alumni, scientists and professionals in public, private and civil society organizations, to participate in this dynamic network of partnerships. 

The network is strengthened by the fact that many of IHE’s 12,000 alumni from more than 100 countries regularly meet up with other members of the IHE community in international projects, regional refresher seminars, symposia and international forums, and maintain contacts via the Internet. In addition, based on the feedback obtained through these frequent contacts, IHE is able to “fine-tune” its education, training and research programmes in order to ensure that they continue to meet changing demands.

IHE is continuously seeking to identify opportunities for collaboration with new partners in both the North and the South in order to extend and improve its network.  
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